
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Vii:gmia 22315-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



I ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. I CONFIRMATION NO. | 



APPLICATION NO. 



RLING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



09/756,933 



01/09/2001 



Arie Kuehn 



24737 7590 10/27/2003 

PHILIPS intellectual PROPERTY & STANDARDS 
P.O. BOX 3001 

BRIARCLIFF MANOR, NY 10510 



NL 000008 



6766 



EXAMINER 



CRAVER, CHARLES R 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2682 

DATE MAILED: 10/27/2003 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 



Application No. 
09/756,933 



Applicant(s) 



Kuehn 



Examiner 



Charles Craver 



Art Unit 

2682 




- The MAILING DATE of this communication appeafs on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS from the 
mailing date of this c<»Timuntcation. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considared timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the n^aximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
• Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even rf timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 

2a) □ This action is FINAL. 2b) K This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal nnatters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 
DisDosition of Claims 

4) K Claim(s) 1-12 



4a) Of the above, claim(s) 
5)n Claim(s)_ 



6)K Claim(s) 7-72 

?)□ Claim(s) 

8)0 Claims 



is/are pending in the application, 
is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 



Application Papers 

9)^ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)K The drawing(s) filed on Jan 9, 2001 is/are a) □ accepted or wD objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
1 DD The proposed drawing correction filed on is: 3)0 approved b)^ disapproved by the Examiner, 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

1 2) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) K Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)K All b)n Some* c)^ None of: 

1. K Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 
a)n The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) 0 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 

1 ) ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

3) ^ Information Disclosure Statementts) (PTO-1 449) Paper No(s). ^ 6 q) O Other: 



U. S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01 ) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 8 
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Art Unit: 2682 



DETAILED ACTION 



Specification 

1 . The following guidelines illustrate the preferred layout and content for patent applications. 
These guidelines are suggested for the applicant's use. 



The following order or arrangement is preferred in framing the specification and, except 
for the reference to the drawings, each of the lettered items should appear in upper case, without 
underling or bold type, as section headings. If no text follows the section heading, the phrase 
"Not Applicable" should follow the section heading: 

(a) Title of the Invention, 

(b) Cross-Reference to Related Applications. 

© Statement Regarding Federally Sponsored Research or Development. 

(d) Reference to a "Sequence Listing," a table, or a computer program listing appendix 
submitted on compact disc (see 37 CFR 1.52(e)(5)). 

(e) Background of the Invention. 



Arrangement of the Specification 



L 



Field of the Invention. 
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2. Description of the Related Art including information disclosed under 37 
CFR1.97 and 1.98. 

(f) Brief Summary of the Invention. 

(g) Brief Description of the Several Views of the Drawing(s). 

(h) Detailed Description of the Invention, 

(I) Claim or Claims (commencing on a separate sheet). 

(j) Abstract of the Disclosure (commencing on a separate sheet). 

(k) Drawings. 

(1) Sequence Listing, if on paper (see 3 7 CFR 1 . 82 1 - 1 . 825). 

2. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly indicative 
of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

3. Claim 9 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75© as being in improper form because a multiple 
dependent claim cannot depend on another multiple dependent claim. See MPEP § 608.01(n). 
Accordingly, the claim has not been further treated on the merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject 
matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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5. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. 

6. Regarding claim 9, the phrase "and/or" renders the claim indefinite because it is unclear 
whether the limitations following the phrase are part of the claimed invention. See MPEP § 
2173.05(d). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The foUov^ng is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this OflSce action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use 
or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States, 

8. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Akiyama et al, 

EP 0 696 852. 

Claims 1, 2, 10 and 11: Akiyama discloses a transmission system for transmitting a signal 
from a transmitter to a receiver (FIG 1), the receiver comprising an interference absorption circuit 
(FIG 2) which detects interference components in the signal and removes them during a time 
interval which may depend on the interference component duration (col 4 lines 3-3 1 and line 58- 
col 5 line 12). 




Application/Control Number: 09/756933 



Page 5 



Art Unit: 2682 

Claim 3: Akiyama discloses that the circuit comprises an input, detection means (3, 8) 
and removal means (4) for removing the interference (col 4 lines 3-31), the output of the 
detection means coupled to the input of the removal means (FIG 2). 

Claims 4 and 5: Akiyama discloses that part of the detection means (8) outputs an 
interference presence signal indicative of the presence of interference based on the duration of the 
interference (col 4 lines 37-57). Claim 6: Akiyama discloses timing means (15). Claim 7: 
Akiyama further discloses a multiple triggerable pulse timer (13) connected to the timer means for 
supplying a number of pulses based on the timing of the interference (col 4 lines 12-24). Claim 
9: Akiyama further discloses delay means (14). 

Claim 12: claim 12 recites the inherent method performed by the physical apparatus of 
claim 1, and as such is rejected for the same reasons set forth above. 



9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Marsh, Romesburg, Gammel, Muratani and de Boer discuss means to sample and remove 

interference from a received signal. 

10 Any response to this action should be mailed to: 



Conclusion 



Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 



Washington, D.C. 20231 
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or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9314, (for formal communications intended for entry) 

Or: 

(703) 872-9314 (for informal or draft communications, please label "PROPOSED" 
or "DRAFT") 

Hand delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park H, 2121 Crystal 
Drive, Arlington VA, sixth floor (receptionist). 
1 l.Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Charles Craver whose telephone number is (703) 305-3965. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Vivian Chin, can be reached on (703) 308-6739. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist v^hose telephone number is (703) 305-4700. 

^ ^ CRAVER 
C. Lraver PMIWEXAMINER 
October 16, 2003 



